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Steel City Stonewall Democrats

2009 Questionnaire for Candidates 

Please complete this questionnaire and return it to Steel City Stonewall Democrats, SMC 1015, 5032 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15289 as soon as possible, but no later than July 15, 2009 or email your answers to president@steel-city.org.  

All candidates seeking the endorsement of Steel City Stonewall Democrats must sign and return this questionnaire.  
More information about our organization can be found on our website at www.steel-city.org. 
Completed candidate questionnaires will also be posted on our website. 
Name of Candidate:

KEVIN ACKLIN

Office Sought:     MAYOR OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH
Campaign Contact name:    Mike DeVanney
Phone Number:
412.481.3150

Fax:   412.481.3153
Email address:   kacklin@acklinforpittsburgh.com
Please list any receptions, events, parades or other functions that you have attended that were sponsored by an LGBT group or organization:

I attended the 2009 Pittsburgh Pride Fest and spoke on the stage in full support of the Allegheny County Anti-Discrimination Bill and in support of full recognition of marriage equality.  I also attended the signing of the Anti-Discrimination Bill at the Warhol Museum.


In 2008, I met with a group of GLCC board members to discuss volunteerism opportunities with my non-profit community organization, RenewPittsburgh.  I’ve also learned about and encouraged people to attend GLCC youth events and programs.

When I lived in Washington D.C. and attended Georgetown University Law School, I attended and supported events sponsored by the Log Cabin Republicans. 

Describe your familiarity with Greater Pittsburgh's LGBT Community.

I am aware of, and also a supporter of, Pittsburgh’s LGBT community. I’ve attended political meetings and rallies, including the rally at Schenley Plaza to support the County Anti-Discrimination Ordinance.  I’ve met with and spoken to many members of the LGBT community, and I’m aware of the work of many of its community groups, especially the GLCC (including the problems they’ve had with their building) and the Steel City Stonewall Democrats (including the lack of full support from the Mayor’s office).

On that last note, I want to say that when I’m Mayor, I’ll announce that I’m forming an LGBT Advisory Council – and then I’ll actually fill it.  And use it.  And engage it.  And value it.  It won’t be an empty gesture, and it won’t just be one announcement of an initiative with no meaningful follow-through.

What is your position on hiring LGBT people?  Should LGBT people be hired in the public sector?

Because I strongly favor and value diversity in government, and because I believe that a good government reflects the good people it serves, an Acklin Administration would have a strong commitment to inclusiveness and diversity.  We would not discriminate against any qualified candidate, we would most certainly hire LGBT people to work for the city, and we would both respect and value the LGBT people who already do work for the city.   

Would you hire an openly LGBT person on your staff? 

Absolutely.
The Federal Government, the State nor the County Government have laws that offer protection from discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity and expression in employment, housing or public accommodations. Would you support legislation against such discrimination?

Absolutely.  And I’ve already done so.  


As I noted above, I attended the Schenley Plaza Rally in support of LGBT Rights, I signed up and spoke before County Council in support of the Anti-Discrimination Ordinance, I spoke in favor of the ordinance at PrideFest, and I attended the signing of the ordinance into law at the Warhol Museum.  

As Mayor, I would continue to be an outspoken advocate for the rights of the LGBT community, and I would do everything in my power to make certain that neither it, nor any other community in the city of Pittsburgh, faced discrimination.

Please discuss your views on amending the law to include such protections on real or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity and expression and gender expression.

As a strong believer in the rights of the individual, I believe that government should do everything it can to prevent all kinds of discrimination, including any against the LGBT community. Preventing such discrimination should not just be left to the federal government, nor to the state; it’s imperative to show leadership at all levels of government, and I believe we should lead in this issue at the city level.  In my administration, we will. 
LGBT citizens are also discriminated against by the government.  "Don't Ask Don't Tell" not only stops LGBT citizens from serving openly in the military, it also encourages anti-gay harassment in stopping victims from reporting harassment by labeling it as "telling" under the policy.  Would you vote to end “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Policy”?

As Mayor, I would, of course, have no direct impact on ending or continuing that policy.  But if I did, I would vote to end it.  “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is bad policy, doesn’t make our country safer, and should be eliminated.
In addition, Hospitals often refuse to discuss end-of-life issues with same-sex partners and GLBT senior citizens are often discriminated against by health providers who fail to recognize their relationships. Would you support government regulations that would stop this discrimination?

Yes.  

The easiest way to stop this discrimination is to recognize domestic partnerships and marriage equality.
Victims of same-sex domestic violence face a fear that police and emergency responders will not respond appropriately when the couple is the same sex and LGBT people face discrimination by emergency services personnel.  For example, preoperative transgender people may be afraid to call emergency services for fear of being ridiculed.  If elected, what would you do to help eliminate this problem?

I’ve long been an advocate for victims of domestic violence.  I lead my law firm’s efforts to represent, on a pro bono basis, clients in Protection from Abuse cases.  In that pro bono work, I’ve represented several clients in same-sex domestic violence issues. 

As Mayor, I would institute a training program for our police officers and other public safety employees to raise awareness of and sensitivity to these kinds of issues, to ensure that all victims of domestic violence, no matter their gender or sexual orientation, receive not just the full protection of the law, but also the respect and compassion they deserve.

Do you support domestic partner benefits for government and governmental agency employees? 

Yes.


Discuss your thoughts on marriage equality for same-sex couples; while the position you seek may not directly affect this issue, it is important for us to understand your perspective.

I fully support it.  I have openly and publicly supported marriage equality in the city and in the county – including, as I already noted, at the 2009 Pittsburgh PrideFest.

Over the past decade, government money has been used to promote “abstinence-only-until-marriage” programs  in schools.  Even though same-sex couples still cannot legally marry in Pennsylvania, to qualify for government support, schools must teach that any sexual relationships outside of  marriage is “likely to have harmful psychological and physical effects.” Do you support or oppose abstinence-only-until-marriage curricula?

Oppose.
Discuss your thoughts on government's role in shaping school curricula for sex education, including comprehensive education that advocates for safe sex and the use of condoms and birth control.  

Our schools have the responsibility to educate our children and prepare them to succeed in every possible way.  One of the most important ways is in health education.  I fully support comprehensive, age-appropriate sex education in the Pittsburgh Public Schools. 

   
Do you have any thoughts on the formation of gay-straight student alliances within the public school systems? 

Gay-straight student alliances are wonderful ways to promote diversity and tolerance and inclusiveness. Just as importantly, they provide a genuine, powerful support network that can foster much-needed comfort and confidence and self-esteem for the children involved.

Please discuss your views on protection from real, or perceived, discrimination in the schools  and in school extra-curricula activities regarding sexual orientation, gender identity and expression and gender identification, including bullying.

Bullying and discrimination of anyone for any reason, especially in our schools, must be taken seriously and addressed swiftly. I believe our schools need to be especially sensitive to this type of bullying and discrimination, especially in light of the high depression and suicide rates among LGBT teenagers.  Thus, I would both support and encourage training for staff and teachers that would help them recognize and respond to it. 

Do you support needle exchange as a way of reducing new HIV infections in IV drug users? 

I support all sorts of education and treatment initiatives to reduce new HIV infections, and also to reduce drug abuse, but I do not support needle exchange programs.  I don’t believe we should enable one destructive health problem in the hopes of preventing another.  I do believe that the best way to reduce new HIV infections in IV drug users is to provide comprehensive treatment and education to addicts and support for their families.
If elected, what would you do about this issue?

I would do everything I could, through public health education and awareness programs, to prevent HIV infections, and also to treat and prevent drug use. 

Do you support inclusion of LGBT people within the official Democratic Party structure, including official representation on the county, state and national levels? 

Absolutely.  I support LGBT inclusion in the structure and leadership of ALL political parties.  I also believe that locally, both the Democratic and Republican parties have fallen short of inclusion within their party structures.

If elected, what would you do about this issue?

As an Independent, and thus a Mayor without his own party structure, I would have no immediate impact on the structure of the Democratic Party or any other.  But I could – and surely would – lead by example, including LGBT people within the structure of my administration and in all the rest of city government.


Have you ever supported an openly LGBT person running for public office? 
Yes.  (Including several local candidates.)


Do you believe a person's sexuality or gender identity and expression should stop them from running for public office?

Absolutely not.


If elected, what outreach would you do to the LGBT business community to encourage their participation in community planning and economic development?

I’ve already begun that process.  Even here in the early stages of my campaign, I’ve had meetings with leaders in the LGBT business community.  They’re a key stakeholder in this city, and they’re key to the growth and success of the whole region.  Community input, interaction, and participation will be hallmarks of my administration, and I’ll seek ties to the LGBT business community as a core part of that process.

 
Currently, both locally and statewide, GLBT citizens are underrepresented on Boards and Commissions. Would you advocate on behalf of qualified GLBT citizens who are interested in appointments?

Absolutely.

What are your views on the rights of LGBT people to competently and professionally deliver governmental and government-fund services and the need for culturally competent training for government employees? For example, requiring drug and alcohol agencies to not discriminate against LGBT clients?
My administration would have a strict, zero-tolerance policy – and I assure you that, unlike in the current administration, zero tolerance would actually mean zero tolerance – for discrimination of any kind or against any one.  When I’m Mayor, city government will afford LGBT people the same rights and protections, the same respects and courtesies, as every other person in the city.
Another divisive issue confronting our country is the issue of abortion.  Please discuss your position on abortion and any thoughts you have on the current abortion debate.

As a lawyer, I have read and studied the Roe v. Wade decision.  I believe it strikes a balance between protecting the interest of the state and ensuring the safeties and freedoms of its citizens.  Though I am personally opposed to abortion, as Mayor I would not work to undermine the law as it stands today.  

This, I believe, puts me in the company of most Pittsburghers and most Americans: wanting to reduce the number of abortions.  Unlike Luke Ravenstahl, who voted against them when he was a member of Pittsburgh City Council, I fully support the creation of “bubble zones” around health clinics and doctor’s offices.  While protesters have a right to have their voices heard, public safety should always take precedence.  

What other endorsements have you received?  Are you supported by any unions?

Today marks the start of the seventh week of my campaign for Mayor, and we’re still almost four months from Election Day, so the process of seeking endorsements has only just begun.  I’m proud to say that yours is the first endorsement process in which I have taken part.  It surely will not be the last.

If you are endorsed by Steel City Stonewall Democrats, will you display it on your campaign literature, when possible and appropriate? 

Yes.  Proudly.

If you answered no, why not?

As a candidate, some of the issues raised in this questionnaire may be new to you.  If elected, would you be willing to work with Steel City Stonewall Democrats and other representatives of the LGBT community to create a better understanding of the needs and issues confronting us? 

Absolutely.

Are there particular areas of concern that you have that we have not addressed?

No.

Is there anything else you would like to add?

When I officially kicked off my campaign for Mayor, I invoked the spirit of former Mayor Pete Flaherty, who once promised to be “Nobody’s Boy.” I told the 400+ people who’d come out to support me on that rainy June night that I would take Mayor Flaherty’s defiant, independent spirit one better.  That night, I promised to be EVERYBODY’S Boy.

I promised to make decisions based not on what’s best for my for my administration, but on what’s best for all of our neighborhoods.  I’ll promised to make policy based not on what’s best for a few donors and dignitaries, but on what’s best for all of our citizens.  I promised to support legislation that helps not just the powerful and the politically connected, but the powerless and the politically forgotten.

I promised to be a tireless advocate, an uplifted voice, and an unwavering champion for every single person living in Pittsburgh – no matter who they are, how they were born, or what they believe.   

For too long, this city has been played for the benefit of the few.  For too long, this administration has ignored or downplayed or just simply dismissed the concerns of whole communities.   

When I’m Mayor, that sort of nonsense will stop.  I’ll grow the city, give a voice to the voiceless, and make Pittsburgh the kind of place we all know it can be -- one worthy of our rich heritage, and dedicated to our boundless potential.

Your endorsement will help me deliver those changes to Pittsburgh.  I would be thrilled and honored to have it.

Thank you.

Signature of candidate and date signed:
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